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echocardiography in diagnosing pericardial effusion]. A prospective study was made to assess the

value of transoesophageal echocardiography (TOE) in the diagnosis of pericardial effusion.
Pericardial effusion was defined according to ultrasonographic (US) criteria and pericardial

tamponade when a progressive loss of the distensibility of the pericardium was associated with
pressure equalization between the pericardial and right atrial cavities (tamponade). A total of 56

cases were included, including 22 cases with acute pericarditis (group 1), 18 with pericarditis at the
chronic stage (group 2) and 16 with effusion of unknown origin (group 3). A right parasternal probe
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was placed after mid-oesophageal position was obtained using a dental probe. The results showed
that there was no specific diagnostic marker for pericardial effusion. All cases with tamponade

confirmed by TOE had the findings of pulsus paradoxus and a dilated right atrium. From the data
obtained, a cut-off point of 0.50 had a sensitivity of 0.90, a specificity of 0.92 and an accuracy of

0.92 in diagnosing pericardial effusion. No complications were observed. The authors conclude that
TOE is a safe, reliable and economic technique for the diagnosis of pericardial effusion and can be

used as a routine method for its evaluation. Ask HN: What 6d1f23a050
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